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SUBJECT: GREEK FOREIGN MINISTER VISITS SWEDEN 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. GREEK EOREIGN MINISTER DIMITRIOS 
BITSIOS MADE A 2 DAY OEFICIAL VISIT TO SWEDEN SEPT 1-2. 

THE VISIT WAS IN RESPONSE TO AN INVITATION TO THE GOG 
ISSUED A YEAR EARLIER, WHEN THE GREEK EOREIGN MINISTER 
WAS GEORGE MAVROS. WHILE IN SWEDEN, BITSIOS MET WITH 
PRIME MINISTER PALME, EOREIGN MINISTER ANDERSSON, PRINCE 
BERTIL AND OTHER OFEICIALS. FOREIGN MINISTER AND MRS. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ANDERSSON HOSTED A DINNER AT THE EOREIGN MINISTRY IN HIS 
HONOR. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED SEPT. 2, THE SUBJECTS 
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DISCUSSED BY BITSIOS WITH THE SWEDISH OFEICIALS WERE THE 
CSCE, THE MID-EAST, PORTUGAL, AND THE CYPRUS SITUATION. THE 
KEY SENTENCE ON THIS LATTER ISSUE WAS THE STATEMENT THAT ' EOREIGN 
MINISTER ANDERSSON CONEIRMED THE SWEDISH VIEWS ON THE 
IMPORTANCE OE REACHING A SOLUTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE RELEVANT U.N. RESOLUTIONS, BASED ON THE 
RECOGNITION OE THE INDEPENDENCE AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY 
OE CYPRUS." END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN LIMITED OEEICIAL USE. WE DISCUSSED THE BITSIOS 

VISIT WITH THE CHIEF OF THE SECOND DIVISION (WESTERN EUROPE, 

U.S.) AE SILEN, WHO WAS PRESENT DURING MOST OE THE MEETINGS. 
ACCORDING TO AE SILEN, THE GOS AND GOG SAW "EYE TO EYE" 

ON THE CSCE, WITH BOTH GOVERNMENTS LOOKING TOWARDS THE 1977 
MEETING IN BELGRADE. AE SILEN SAID THAT BITSIOS ASSERTED 
THAT THE GOG HAD MOVED ACTIVELY IN THE CSCE SPIRIT BY 
TAKING A "SERIES OF INITIATIVES" TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH 
THE COMMUNIST BALKAN COUNTRIES. THE GOG IS ALSO PLANNING 
A CONEERENCE THIS FALL IN ATHENS WITH REPRESENTATIVES EROM 
THE VARIOUS BALKAN COUNTRIES, BITSIOS SAID. 

4. ACCORDING TO AF SILEN, THE GOG AND GOS ALSO HAD AN 
IDENTICAL OUTLOOK ON THE MID-EAST PROBLEM, ALTHOUGH HE 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WERE SOME "NUANCES" OE VIEWS, WITH 
THE GREEKS MORE INSISTENTLY STRESSING THE NEED EOR THE 
ISRAELIS TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SYRIANS, NOW THAT 
THE SINAI QUESTION HAS BEEN DEALT WITH. THE GREEKS 

SPOKE OE THE NEED EOR A "NATIONAL HOMELAND" EOR THE 
PALESTINE PEOPLE, A TERM WHICH THE SWEDES AVOIDED, AE 
SILEN SAID. AE SILEN SAID THAT EOREIGN MINISTER ANDERSSON 
DREW BITSIOS' ATTENTION TO AN INTERVIEW ON SWEDISH 
TELEVISION WITH PLO LEADER ARAFAT (STOCKHOLM 4304), IN 
WHICH ARAFAT IMPRESSED THE SWEDES AS EXTREMELY INTRANSIGENT. 

5. THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION OE THE CYPRUS 
QUESTION, AE SILEN CONTINUED. HE SAID THAT BITSIOS 
STRESSED THE NEED FOR AN URGEN SOEUTION TO THE REEUGEE 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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PROBLEMS AND THE ECONOMIC DIEEICULTIES, CITING IN THE LATTER 
CASE THE POINT THAT THE TURK-CYPRIOTS NOW CONTROL A 
DISPROPORTIONATE SHARE OE THE ISLANDS ECONOMY AS A RESULT 
OE THE INVASION BY TURKISH TROOPS. WHEN BITSIOS ASKED THE 
SWEDES TO UTILIZE THEIR "SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP " WITH TURKISH 
OPPOSITION LEADER ECEVIT TO INELUENCE THE GOT TO BE MORE 
CONCILIATORY, FOREIGN MINISTER ANDERSSON DENIED THAT THE 
SWEDISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATS HAVE ANY SPECIAL LEVERAGE WITH 
ECEVIT, AE SILEN SAID. 

6. ASKED IE THERE WERE ANY DISCUSSIONS OE GREECE'S 
RELATIONSHIP TO NATO, AE SILEN REPLIED THAT THERE WAS NOT, 
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OTHER THAN A FACTUAL DESCRIPTION BY BITSIOS OF THE GOG'S 
PLACING ITS FORCES UNDER ITS OWN NATIONAL COMMAND RATHER THAN 
SUBJECT TO NATO COMMAND. AF SILEN ADDED THAT IN CONVERSA- 
TION WITH PRIME MINISTER PALME, BITSIOS REFERRED TO 
FRANCE'S "DIFFICULT" STRATEGIC STITUATION, WITH PORTUGAL 
THREATENED BY A COMMUNIST TAKE-OVER AND INSTABILITY IN 
PROSPECT FOR SPAIN WHEN FRANCO DEPARTS. THE PRIME MINISTER, 

AF SILEN SAID, DID NOT ACCEPT BITSIOS' DISMAL PROSPECTS 

FOR PORTUGAL, POINTING OUT THAT ANY COMMUNIST DICTATORSHIP 

IN PORTUGAL WOULD, IN HIS VIEW, BE SHORT LIVED. 

STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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